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HF PACKET AUTOMATIC OPERATION TO END 


PLEASE NOTE THIS! The following information applies to 
HF PACKET OPERATIONS ONLY, and does not, repeat, NOT effect, 
in any way, packet operations in ANY MODE, above 30 MHz. There 
are no changes expected or anticipated regarding VHF or UHF 
packet activities! 

Under a very special and limited permit, certain specified 
stations, 134 in all, were allowed to operate autoforwarding packet 
radio below 30 MHz. It was for the purpose of allowing testing and 
experimentation to gain sufficient experience and knowledge so that 
a petition could be developed and submitted to the FCC. 

The permission to operate in that mode on HF was strictly 
limited, and for a relatively short period. while the activity continued 
on the petition, RM-7248, the period of operation was extended 
several times. However, the current permission to operate in that 
mode on those frequencies, known as a Special Temporary 
Authonity, will terminate permanently on January 13, 1993. It will 
NOT be renewed by the FCC. 

When the petition was published, it was rejected by almost 
every person or organization who sent in comments, including many 
packet operators. An those who may have wanted it didn't bother 
to write in to support it. So it was withdrawn by the FCC. 

More recently, ARRL'’s Committee on Amateur Radio Digital 
Communications requested that a survey questionnaire be 
published in QST (January, 1992) requesting comments and 
opinions on the issue. The same questionnaire also appeared in 
the RTTY Journal. The 507 respondents, by a clear majority, again 
opposed automatic control on HF except when contact with an 
unattended station is initiated by a station with a control operator 
present, what is known as semi-automatic operation. 

By an even wider margin, the majority of respondents 
favored limiting automatic operation to specific subbands, but were 
opposed to giving unattended stations protected or exclusive status 
in those subbands. It would seem that the main complaint is 
interference by “robot" stations with ongoing communications 
between stations with real human operators. A not totally 
unreasonable complaint in our crowded HF bands. 

After Digital Committee meetings, input to the board 
members from amateurs in each division, it was decided and voted 
by the board to petition the FCC for authority to operate in semi- 
automatic mode on the HF bands. Not everyone was happy with 
this course of action, but it is felt by those who closely studied all 
the views and inputs, as well as the feelings of frends within the 
FCC, that this was the best we could expect to become reality. 

ARRL has always in the past, and will always in the future, 
support the needs and desires of those who utilize the packet 
mode. However, like in any situation where those involved are given 


a chance to have their say on the matter, the majority cames the 
day, and the majority clearly indicated they do not want totally 
unattended packet on HF. Few were opposed to HF packed where 
at least one station had a control operator present, and many 
supported such activity. Again, | wish to point out that this has 
nothing to do with VHF or UHF packet modes or activity. 


MAN THE WORD PROCESSORS! 

The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act of 1991 needs 
your support NOW! Remember that letters are better, but even 
phone calls to the local area or Washington DC office or your 
Senator or Representative will add to the count of those in favor. 
You must take action NOW. Grab your copy of QST, JULY, 1992, 
and tum to page 44 to see where things stand, and then take 
action. We have a very good chance of getting these bills passed if 
you act. You will find the number for your Senators or 
Representatives local area office in your phone directory, usually in 
the goverment or white pages. Our frequencies are estimated to 
be worth $500 Billion (that's half a trillion!) to commercial interests. If 
we don’t do something now to protect them, the only future talking 
on radio we are going to be doing within 10 years is on cellular and 
cordless phones, unless we own a business and use the Business 
Radio Band to talk to our employees or bosses! DO IT NOW!! 


FCC PROPOSES NOVICE TESTING SOLELY BY VE’S 

A proposed rule making by the FCC, PR Docket 92-154, 
would bring all Novice testing under the VEC umbrella. It would 
also allow General Class licensees to be VE's for the purpose of 
Novice testing. 

It appears that, while the FCC recognizes the service that 
the wide population of amateurs provides in testing Novices, they 
tend to have a much higher instance of errors on the 610’s and in 
their procedures. The VE’s average about .8 of one percent errors, 
while the Non-VE testers average 9.4 percent errors. 

With almost 9 years experience in testing amateurs utilizing 
VEC's and VE's, it is Gear that the system works well, and with 
reasonable efficiency. The FCC had its budget dented by the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Budget Act, and they are hard put to keep 
up with the normal licensing requirements, and added burden of No 
Code Tech, without dealing with the additional paperwork caused 
by a 10 percent error rate and non-uniform paperwork. Also, in 
most areas, there are sufficient VE teams, from all VEC’s, to make it 
easy to get to a test site. We will keep you advised on this action. 


The FCC has now authorized amateurs of any class to operate an 
amateur space station. Previously, only Extras had the privelage. 


YOUTH SURVEY YIELDS INTERESTING RESULTS 
The primary purpose of the survey was to determine the 


operating (including listening) pattems of minors who are FCC 


Amateur Radio Serice licensees, to aid in defining a narrow "safe 
harbor’ for indecent transmissions. Such transmissions presently 
are regarded as constitutionally protected speech, and as such may 
not be banned entirely; however, the FCC is permitted to channel 
them by carefully-tailored regulations that are designed to be the 
minimum necessary to serve the government's compelling interest 
in safeguarding the physical and psychological well-being of a 
minor. 

A reasonable basis for doing so is to permit indecent 
transmissions only at those times when there is the least likelihood 
that minors will be in the audience. (While the Amateur Radio 
Service is a two-way communications service and is not a 
broadcasting service, the transmissions of any station may be 
received by any other so there is a large potential listening 
audience.) 

The secondary purpose of the survey was to provide 
information on the interests and needs of young radio amateurs, to 
aid in tailoring ARRL programs and services to this growing 
segment of members and potential members. 

Survey questionnaires were mailed by first-class mail on 
April 16, 1992, to 1,000 of the approximately 16,000 amateur 
licensees who, according to the copy of the FCC data base 
maintained on the ARRL Headquarters computer, have birth dates 
of May 1, 1974, or later. The 1,000 addressees were selected at 
random. A postpaid, business reply envelope was provided, but no 
special incentive to respond was offered. 

As of May 18, 1992, response was as follows: Useable 
responses, 214; Invalid responses, 4; Returned, bad address, 46. 
For the purposes of this survey, a statistically valid sample was not 
required; therefore, no followup mailings or other contacts with 
non-respondents were attempted. Only 13 of the 214 respondents 
reported no Amateur Radio activity. This is well below the level of 
inactivity generally observed in the licensee population. Therefore, it 
is reasonable to assume that non-respondents are more likely than 
respondents to be inactive. 

Respondents are believed to be reasonably representative 
of that portion of the target population that is active in Amateur 
Radio, but not of the target population as a whole. 

There are dramatic differences in the likelihood of minors 
to be in the audience for Amateur Radio transmissions at different 
times of the day. Of the 214 respondents, only 8 (3.7%) reported 
that they usually operate or listen between midnight and 6 AM. 
Only 2 (0.9%) reported that they were most likely, as opposed to 
111 (51.9%) who said they were least likely, to operate or listen 
during that period. At all other times of the day, at least 15.4% of 
the respondents said they “usually' operated or listened. 

During the period 10 PM to midnight, sometimes 
suggesied as an appropriate "safe harbor," 21.0% of the 
respondents said they usually operated or listened and the number 
who said they were most likely to operate or listen then (7. 5%) is 
nearly as large as the number who said they were least likely 
(7.9%). 

By far the most popular bands used by young radio 
amateurs are 2 meters (144-148 MHz) and 10 meters (28.0-29.7 
MHz). The most popular operating modes are FM and 
single-sideband (more use FM than SSB, but SSB is the favorite), 
with CW and packet ranking third and fourth. DXing, talking with 
friends, public service, and making new friends are most frequently 
mentioned as favorite on-the-air activities. 


UP-TO-DATE WHO’S WHO AT ARRL HQ 


EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIOENT 
Oowd Sumner 


WASHINGTON AREA 
COORDINATOR 
Perry WMiroms 


TECHNICAL RELATIONS \ 
MANAGER 
Poul Rimaido 


EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
PARTMENT 


PUBLICATIONS GROUP 
Mark Wilson 
Monager 
PROOUCTION /ED/TORIAL 
DEPARTMENT 
TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT 


PUBLIC INFORMATION 


INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
MANAGER 
Nao Akiyorma 


MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT 


Chuck Hutchinson 
Monoger 


VOLUNTEER EXAMINER 
OEPARTMENT 
Bart Jahnke 
Monager 


FIELD SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
Rick Palm 
Manager 


CLUB SERVICES 

Vicky Armentano 

CONVENTION /HAMFEST Ff BUC Vi 
COORDINATOR oe arses 
Bemice Dunn Steve Ewaid 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
Christy Hushin 


FIELD ORGANIZATION 
ASSISTANT 
Jo—Ann Arel 


REGULATORY INFO 
Jay Mabey 
Supervisor 


RIB ASSIST. RIB SPECIALIST 
Lisa Kustosik John Hennessee 


POLITICAL SUPPORT A 501(c)(3) NO-NO 

| have been asked, "Can we support a political party?" 
And the simple answer is No, Not ever, Never. Some amateur radio 
clubs have been granted 501(c)(3) status by the IRS, and almost all 
of them quality either by their Constitution and By-Laws, and/or their 
actions in their operation as a club. If your club has been granted 
such status or you want to maintain such status, even if it is not 
documented, here is an important fact to consider as we move into 
the Local, State and National elections period. 

Federal law absolutely prohibits 501(c)(3) organizations 
from attempting to influence the outcome of any election. If you 
have any questions on this, your club should seek competent 
counsel as to what the exact limitations are in the political arena. 
The penalties can be substantial. 

Of course, as an individual, and not as a member or officer 
of the club, you can do just about anything you want as long as it's 
not criminal. 

Do not confuse electioneering with lobbying. Trying to 
influence legislation is perfectly OK. The difference is that one is 
supporting or opposing and human being, the candidate, whereas 
the other is supporting or opposing an idea. But as a club, always 
seek counsel before you accidently goof! 


EGRIEFS cas) Pua SSE SnD cea 


¢ Japan and the Republic of Korea (‘South Korea’) 
recently concluded a reciprocal licensing agreement; it is 
the first such for South Korea, the sixth for J apan (includ- 
ing one with the U.S.). 


¢ Achange of duties at Advanced Electronic Applica- 
tions has Mike Lamb, N7ML, becoming chairman of the 
board, as Rod Proctor, N7UDD becomes president. Lamb 
is relocating to Bozeman, Montana, where he will work 
for AEA. 


ARRL CONTEMPLATES NAME CHANGE 

Most organizations have names reflecting the group they 
represent. What each name has in common is immediate 
recognition of the organization and/or the nature of it's membership. 

It's very important for the non-ham public to be able to 
recognize exactly what ARRL represents. The Long Range Planning 
Committee was tasked to consider our name in light of ARRL’s 
major effort to improve public recognition of amateur radio. They 
reported that while the words American and League still are 


representative, radio and relay, taken together, have no clear ° 


context in today's world. 

ARRL is committed to a major effort to improve public 
awareness of amateur radio. The name that was recommended is 
"American Amateur Radio League," with the diamond logo to be left 
intact, changing only the letters. This is a slight change that will 
better identify our organization to the world. 

Are these goals, however worthy, enough to justify 
changing the name of the organization? This is a fundamental 
change and one that |, as Director, feel each division member 
should be allowed to help decide. Therefore, | will vote no if it is 
brought up at a board meeting, recommending that a vote of the 
membership is appropriate in this case. 


CONGRESSIONAL HELP ON SPECIAL CALL SIGNS 

The League has once again gone on record supporting the 
development of a system for granting special amateur call sign 
requests, this time by endorsing a proposal made by two influential 
members of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

On June 12, 1992, Rep. Ralph M. Hall of the 4th District, 
Texas, who is a member of the House Telecommunications and 
Finance Subcommittee and also a co-sponsor of House Bill HR-73, 
wrote to the FCC, "on behalf of several amateur radio operators who 
are interested in the establishment of an FCC system for allotting 
distinctive call signs." 


Also signing the letter in support was Rep. Edward J. 


Markey of Massachusetts, chairman of the subcommittee. 

“We understand," Hall and Markey wrote, "that the 
Commission already has a system in place which assigns call signs 
based on a licensee's address and operator class. This method is 
orderly and cost-effective, but it does not allow for the creation of 
unique call signs which could be obtained for an extra fee." 

“We are supportive of a special call sign program," the two 
congressmen said, "provided that it could generate sufficient fees to 
fully fund additional Commission staff and equipment requirements," 

Shortly thereafter ARRL President George Wilson _ Ill, 
W4OYI, wrote to FCC Chairman Alfred Sikes, reiterating the 
League's position. 

"While the ARRL opposes the imposition of amateur license 
fees that would discourage individuals from obtaining an amateur 
license or from upgrading their skills, we do not oppose the funding 
of a call sign assignment program in the manner described by 
Messrs. Markey and Hall," Wilson wrote. 

"We would be pleased to work with FCC staff in developing 
a fair, workable system for assigning specific, unassigned Amateur 
call signs." 


NO CODE TECHS ARE NOT ALL THAT CODELESS 

The Licensing Division reports that it now takes 8 to 10 
weeks to process a new license or upgrade application (Form 610). 
More than 70% of new licensees today are entering as technicians. 
However, about one third of them have also passed the code and 
are Techs with HF privileges. What's more, one half of those who 
did not take code initially, do so within a few months afterwards. It 
would certainly appear that the hopes of many amateurs who 
favored "No Code" licenses, figuring that the lure of amateur radio 
would get to the new licensees and that they would soon go for the 
code, are coming true! 


PROBLEMS WITH E-LAMPS? PERHAPS NOT 

Should rf-powered lightbulbs ("E4amps") be a concem for 
amateurs? No, says the designer and patent holder of The device, 
Diablo Research Corporation. "Diablo Research Corporation 
employs a number of Amateur Radio operators," says project 
manager Mel Farrer, KEKBE. “We are very sensitive to interference 
on our ham frequencies and take pride in designing high quality 
products with this in mind." 

Diablo, a 10-year-old design and consulting company in 
Sunnyvale, California, designed and developed the E-lamp, 
according to Farrer, and has licensed its patents on the device to 
Intersource Technologies, also in Sunnyvale. While Diablo continues 
engineering work on the lamps, Intersource will manufacture them, 
Farrar said. 

Diablo says the physical design of the E-Lamp “has been 
carefully refined for maximum efficiency (lumens per watt) of energy 
transfer to the plasma within the enclosed bulb structure. To 
achieve this, the design must reduce any unintentional radiation 
losses to a minimum. The E-Lamp must conform to Parts 15 and 
18 (of the FCC’s rules) for radiation and conduction. 

‘The E-Lamp has no harmonics within any amateur band 
below 420 MHz," Diablo says. 

Even effects above 420 MHz should not be a concem, 
Diablo says. “Using a FT-470 as a receiver with the squelch set at a 
normal noise free mode," Farrer said, ‘the 420 to 447.48 MHz 
harmonics (from an E-Lamp) do not open the squelch until the 
antenna touches the operating E-Lamp. Setting the squelch to the 
ragged edge and moving the antenna within a foot will open the 
squelch. There is no modulation detected when the squelch is 
opened, just weak signal noise." 

When asked about the possibility of broadband noise from 
the E-Lamp Farrer said there was ‘virtually none." As for - 
susceptibility of the bulbs to nearby sources of RF such as in 
amateur's station, Fairer said there wouid probably be iess than that 
exhibited by a fluorescent light bulb. 

Intersource Technologies, from whom engineering samples 
must be obtained, has not yet said when they will be available. 


BRIEFS 


¢ The ARRL DX Advisory Committee has voted 
overwhelmingly not to recommend three DXCC changes: 
the separation of Ceuta and Melilla into separate DXKCC 
countnes was rejected 16-0; the deletion of the Spratly 
Islands from the List was defeated 15-0 with one absten- 
tion; and the deletion of the Southern Sudan also was 
defeated, 14-1 with one abstention. 

¢ On May 1 a new distance record on 3456 MHz (9 
cm) was set by WBSLUA and W9ZIH, spanning the 736 
mile path between Allen, Texas and Malta, Illinois. The 
full story of how these two hooked up during an unex- 
pected tropo opening will appear in “The World Above 
50 MHz” in August QST. 

“These contacts again prove,” WBSLUA says, “that 
it pays off to keep the microwave equipment running for 
that once in a lifetime experience that you will never 
forget!” 

¢ The Deutscher ARC (DARC) has changed its list- 
ings for the former Yugoslavia for awards and contest 
multipliers, now recognizing as separate countries Croatia 
(YU2); Slovenia (YU3); Boznia-Herzegovina (YU4); 
and Yugoslavia (YU1, 5, 6, 7). 


FLEA MARKETS AND HAMFESTS ABOUND 

| hope to meet you at one or more of the following events. 
The contact person and phone number is provided so you may 
obtain further information if needed. 


August 22 Bellingham Radio Flea Market (WA) 
Gary Prowse, 206-384-3204 
August 21-23 ARRL National Convention, Los Angeles 


See the current issue of QST for info. 
Walla Walla Valley Hamfest (WA) 

Carl Elsnew, 509-522-1270 

Mary Lewis’s Annual Alaskan Trip (AK) 


September 18-20 


September 11-20 


Check with the local club for exact date. . 


September 18-19 Anchorage Flea Market (AK) 


Check with the Anchorage Club 


October 3 Stanwood-Camano Electronic Flea 
Market & Swap Fest (WA) 
Vic, 206-387-7705 
October 10 North Kitsap ARC (WA) 
Matt Amis, 206-871-7099 
October 17 Lewiston-Clarkston ARC (WA/ID) 
Ken Anderson, 208-743-9569 
October 17 Tacoma Electronic Flea Market (WA) 
Camp Murray, South Tacoma 
October 31 Nampa Hamfest & Computer Fair (ID) 


Jay Dyer, 208-467-3245 


CLUB AFFILIATION FOR 25 YEARS RECOGNIZED 

The board acted in January to recognize clubs for long 
affiliation with the ARRL, beginning with 25 years, and at 25 year 
intervals thereafter. Formerty, clubs were recognized at the 50 year 
mark only. The following clubs received 25 year certificates: 
Alaska - Anchorage; Idaho - Eagle Rock & Pocatello; Montana - 
Capital City, Flathead Valley, Hellgate, Southeastem Montana & 
Yellowstone; Oregon - Central Oregon, Emerald, Kalamath Basin, 
Portland, Souther Oregon & Willamette Valley; Washington - 
Boeing Employees, Cascade, Clallam County, Grays Harbor, 
Lewiston-Clarkston, Lower Columbia, Lower Yakima Valley, North 
Kitsap, North Seattle, Skagit, Tri-City, Valley & West Seattle. 

| had the pleasure of presenting these certificates to the 
clubs. 


AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


Mary E. Lewis, W7QGP, Director 


FCC MAY CHANGE WHAT YOU CAN TALK ABOUT! 
In action on Docket 92-260, on June 18th, the FCC 
proposed to amend its rules for the Amateur Service by reducing 


the restrictions of the scope of permissible communications that . | 


amateur stations may transmit. Specifically, the proposal allows 
greater flexibility to transmit communications for public service 
projects/events and personal matters. 

The Commission noted that many individuals in the 
amateur community appear to strongly support relaxing one or more 
of the existing restrictions. 


The restrictions were designed to protect the 
non-commercial character of the Amateur Radio Service 
and ensure its basic purpose (i.e. to provide a reservoir of 
volunteer communicators, to develop technicians and 


electronics experts dedicated to advancing the radio art, 
to provide public service communications, particularly in 
times of emergencies, and to enhance _intemational 
goodwill). 


While it is clear that reducing some of the existing 
restrictions would provide the flexibility to expand public 
communications interests, the potential to commercial exploitation 
and abuse of the Amateur Service's allocated frequencies could 
also increase. 


HANDICAPPED PERSONS USE NEW 610 FOR WAIVER 

The FCC has announced that effective with exams 
administered on August 1, 1992, any amateur radio license 
applicant seeking code credit because of a severe handicap MUST 
use the new FCC Form 610, dated March, 1992 (the next older 
version is still usable for all other 610 purposes). This version has 
the Physician’s Certification of Disability and the Patient's Release 
Form printed on the back of the form. It is now available from the 
FCC, ARRL, and many VEC's and VE'’s in the field. While many of 
the 610's used by VE's consist of only the form, the 610’s used for 
the handicap purposes must include the FCC’s Instructions for 
Form 610, since they explain to the physician the criteria for signing 
and granting the waiver, and the physician is certifying he or she 
has read them. 
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